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When: Saturday, October 27th, 7:00 pm 

Where: 1424 W. 1820 S. Woods Cross, UT 84087 (mapquest it or call for directions) 

What: Yes, this is a costume party, so don’t even think of showing up with some sorry excuse 

for not dressing up :)   There will be some cool prizes for the best costumes.  If you feel so in-

clined, bring some Halloween goodies to share.   

 

Clark Jones is conducting an attendance competition with the 

highest percentage of members attending an event being de-

clared the winner.  Everyone come!  Let’s give the other Re-

gion 9 groups some competition.   

 

RSVP would be great so we know what to plan on.  But please 

come even if you have not RSVP’d.  We’d love to get to know 

more of you.  (801) 296-8428.  All ages welcome.  Come pre-

pared for a frightfully good time! 

Mensa’s National Testing Day is coming up on October 20

th

.  Utah Mensa is participating in 

this nationwide activity by offering a testing session at the University of Utah .  This is a 

great opportunity to invite your friends, family members, co-workers, etc. to take the 

Mensa Admission test.  Please have any potential test takers e-mail djbjorkman@msn.com 

to set up an appointment.  This is also a chance to celebrate our newly re-instituted testing 

program.  For nearly a year, Utah Mensa had no acting proctor but now we are both ac-

tively testing and have another proctor in training to reinforce our state-wide testing ef-

forts.  Please send an e-mail to  djbjorkman@msn.com if you are interested in becoming a 

proctor; we could always use more help and it takes very little effort.  All in all, Mensa 

Testing Day is a chance to celebrate our membership in this organization and invite others 

to join as well. 

Halloween Costume Party!                        

National Testing Day October 20th 



From LocSec Laura 
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 Ahhh… October.  I was told a 

few years ago that October and Hallow-

een should be my favorites.  There was a 

mention of my three black cats but I 

think the reference goes deeper. 

 Mensans, as a whole, take a 

certain amount of pride in being a bit 

different and rebellious, to a point, but I 

think I’m even a bit stranger.  In addition 

to growing up much differently than 

most, I was reminded by a friend over 

lunch, recently, that I was considered 

quite “out there” in my younger years. 

 This friend remembered my auditioning for a junior high 

play by writing and appearing in my own story.  Under darkened 

lights and wearing black, I spun my tale.  It had to do with a black cat 

being sealed in a wall and the final image was my turning around to 

show a noose hanging down my back.  Seems I gave her nightmares 

for months afterwards and I didn’t even get to do it on stage for the 

audience.  Actually, if I remember correctly, the teacher barely spoke 

when she asked me not to return to her class.  Such things were not 

acceptable in those years. 

 My favorite jewelry pieces are “critters” as in snakes, spi-

ders, frogs, and snails, and my mother gave me a beautiful dragonfly 

last Christmas.  I attach no religious significance to these creatures, I 

merely appreciate them for what they are. 

Perseids Lunar Party 

No lunar light pollution and an earlier than usual peak time 

brought a herd of young Mensans as well as their families and 

friends out for the annual Perseids meteor shower on August 

12.  Bryan Jensen was kind enough to scout out a place for 

us, and we assembled in the parking lot of Hobbs Hollow in 

Layton. Keeping the young ones together because of the resi-

dent cougar, we trooped up the asphalt path into the high 

grass till the minimal light pollution from the 

nearby houses feathered away and set up 

camp.  

Perseus had just begun to rise by the time it 

was getting dark enough to see anything. For 

some reason, although Perseus is supposed to 

be the radiant from which the Perseids appear 

to be falling, the meteors at time seemed to be 

either falling toward Perseus or taking off in 

directions that had nothing to do with it.  And 

 I saved the life of a large Wolf Spider recently when it at-

tended a notary signing.  The teenage son of the household got star-

tled when this spider ran across the kitchen floor and under a gar-

bage can.  The boy seemed to be too frightened to move the can and 

stomp on it, thank goodness. 

 I asked for a paper towel, opened the back door and 

herded the misdirected spider out to the patio.  The teenager was 

speechless at first then said, “WOW!”.  It was the biggest compli-

ment he could have given me. 

 I sat for a couple of hours one spring day, watching a young 

Jumping Spider on my kitchen window screen learn to catch a fly.  

Not only was I fascinated with the spider’s quick learning abilities, 

entertained by the spider’s apparent first, clumsy attempts, but I 

could almost imagine the fly smiling as he would escape the spider’s 

early clumsy attempts and fly back to the screen to give the spider 

another chance.  Yes, this fly seemed to be relatively intelligent since 

as soon as the young spider’s abilities grew in competence, the fly 

flew away. 

 So, to all those that fear they are too different to join in 

with the rest of us, take heart.  If Mensans will take me they sure as 

heck will accept you!  And besides, I like critters. 

 

Laura Strebel, Loc Sec, Utah Mensa 

although at times I felt I was looking everywhere but in the 

right part of the sky (Perseids are fast-moving meteors, so by 

the time people looking in the right part of the sky say 

"Ooooooo!" and you turn to look, they're gone), we saw 

some pretty cool things.  It wasn't quite dark enough to see 

the 100 meteors an hour the shower was supposed to have 

had this year, but there were bouncing yellow earth-grazers, 

and some of the brighter shooting stars looked almost as if a 

huge celestial being had dipped two fingers into a 

jar of finger paints and drawn an ephemeral trail 

across the sky --- they were that wide.   

Although two of our young Mensans attended 

Mary Landen's pool party, this was the first offi-

cial youth activity we've had since I got con-

firmed as GCC. With a max of about two dozen 

people attending the star party, I think we can 

call it a success! 

Karen Webb 


